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VISION
CIS challenges students to be globally engages,
positive contributors in a competative, changing
world.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of CIS is to create a collaborative,
challenging and nurturing school environment
that involves community members, in order to
provide a contemporary international education,
which develops the unique potential of all
students to contribute to a better world.

PYP & MYP
Programmes

Learning is a joyful, creative, and open-ended exploration.
Each child's curiosity needs to be identified and nurtured (morally, socially, physically, and
academically) to reach her/his potential.
Collaboration, communication, and contribution are essential for learning.
As world citizens, we have respect for self and others, and value diversity in all forms.
Learning includes contributing to the world through service learning and sustainableenvironmental
stewardship.
As an IB World School, the Learner Profile Attributes and Approaches to Learning are embedded in all
that we think, say, and do.

MYP

MIDDLE YEARS
PROGRAMME

The The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP)
follows on from the PYP and is a framework for learning for 11-16 year
olds. Rich in personal creativity, self-sufficiency and academic
curiosity, the MYP aims to broaden perspectives, encouraging
adolescents to communicate and collaborate with those of different
cultures and backgrounds, and critically assess their choices and the
world around them. It is an educational brand with a reputation for
combining progressive approaches with academic rigour.
Students are academically challenged in 8 subjects: English, a foreign
language, mathematics, individuals and societies, sciences, the arts,
design and physical & health education. Each subject is taught within
the framework of a concept or “Big Idea”. Using real-world examples
and materials from countries around the world makes learning relevant and interesting and gives
students a global perspective.
CIS was granted MYP candidacy status in June 2019 and will start the exciting process of implementation
from August 2019, with an eye to achieving authorisation by the end of the 2020-21 academic year.
What does an MYP Coordinator do?
As programme coordinator it is my job to lead the authorisation process as well as educate and provide
advice and support to teachers, students and parents.
How I can help students:
Understand the MYP programme
Understand projects, assignments and assessment
Understand the Personal Project
Answer questions about assessment
How I can help parents:
Understand the MYP programme
Understand how we meet standards, plan curriculum and assess students
Offer guidance on how you can become more active in your child's education
Offer guidance on how you can become an active member of the school community

Residential Programme

How I can help teachers:
Understand the MYP and best teaching practices
Plan and teach meaningful units, lessons and assessments
Standardise assessments
Jonathan Denton
MYP Coordinator / MHS Assistant Principal (MYP)

THE MYP MODEL
Developing social and emotional skills plays a role just as important as the broad academic subjects in
the MYP, and a strong focus on principled action encourages adolescents to empower others through
shared experiences. This well-rounded approach culminates in a self-selected Personal Project that ties
together their learning and taps into their personal passions.

The MYP Structure:

KEY ELEMENTS
Key concepts:
There are 16 key concepts in the MYP which are
spread out over the different subject groups. The key
concepts provide the interdisciplinary breadth to the
programme. They are broad,organizing, powerful
ideas that have relevance within and across subjects
and disciplines, providing connections that can
transfer across time and culture.
Related concepts:
Grounded in specific disciplines, explore key concepts
in greater detail, providing depth to the programme.
They emerge from reflection on the nature of specific
subjects and disciplines, providing a focus for inquiry
into subject-specific content.
Global Contexts:
Learning contexts should be representative of authentic world settings, events and circumstances and
encourage international-mindedness and global engagement within the programme. The MYP identifies
six global contexts for teaching and learning that are developed from and extend the PYP’s transdisciplinary themes.

IDENTITIES & RELATIONSHIPS

FAIRNESS & DEVELOPMENT

WHO AM I? WHO ARE WE?

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF
COMMON HUMANITY?

Stud ents wi l l exp l or e i d enti ty;
b el i efs and val ues; p er sonal ,
p hysi cal , mental , soci al and sp i r i tual
heal th; human r el ati onshi p s
i ncl ud i ng fami l i es, fr i end s,
communi ti es and cul tur es; what i t
means to b e human.

Stud ents wi l l exp l or e i d enti ty;
b el i efs and val ues; p er sonal ,
p hysi cal , mental , soci al and sp i r i tual
heal th; human r el ati onshi p s
i ncl ud i ng fami l i es, fr i end s,
communi ti es and cul tur es; what i t
means to b e human.

ORIENTATION IN TIME & SPACE

PERSONAL & CULTURAL EXPRESSION

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF WHERE &
WHEN?

WHAT IS THE NATURAL AND PURPOSE OF
CREATIVE EXPRESSION?

tud ents wi l l exp l or e p er sonal
hi stor i es; homes and j our neys;
tur ni ng p oi nts i n humanki nd ;
d i scover i es; exp l or ati ons and
mi gr ati ons of humanki nd ; the
r el ati onshi p s b etween, and the
i nter connected ness of, i nd i vi d ual s
and ci vi l i zati ons, fr om p er sonal ,
l ocal and gl ob al p er sp ecti ves.

Stud ents wi l l exp l or e the ways i n
whi ch we d i scover and exp r ess
i d eas, feel i ngs, natur e, cul tur e,
b el i efs and val ues; the ways i n whi ch
we r efl ect on, extend and enj oy our
cr eati vi ty; our ap p r eci ati on of the
aestheti c.

SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL
INNOVATION

GLOBALISATION &
SUSTAINABILITY

HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THE WORLDS
IN WHICH WE LIVE?

HOW IS EVERYTHING CONNECTED?

Stud ents wi l l exp l or e the natur al
wor l d and i ts l aws; the i nter acti on
b etween p eop l e and the natur al
wor l d ; how humans use thei r
und er stand i ng of sci enti fi c
p r i nci p l es; the i mp act of sci enti fi c
and technol ogi cal ad vances on
communi ti es and envi r onments; the
i mp act of envi r onments on human
acti vi ty; how humans ad ap t
envi r onments to thei r need s.

Stud ents wi l l exp l or e the
i nter connected ness of human-mad e
systems and communi ti es; the
r el ati onshi p b etween l ocal and
gl ob al p r ocesses; how l ocal
exp er i ences med i ate the gl ob al ; the
op p or tuni ti es and tensi ons p r ovi d ed
b y wor l d - i nter connected ness; the
i mp act of d eci si on-maki ng on
humanki nd and the envi r onment.

ATL skills

At CIS we use our ATL Programme and ATL Chart to help students develop skills that have relevance
across the curriculum, and help students “learn how to learn”.

ATL skills provide solid foundation for learning independently and with others. They give students
strategies to help prepare for and demonstrate learning through, meaningful assessment, and provide a
common language that students and teachers can use to reflect on and articulate on the process of
learning.

The focus of approaches to learning in the MYP is on helping students to develop the self-knowledge
and skills they need to enjoy a lifetime of learning. ATL skills empower students to succeed in meeting
the challenging objectives of MYP subject groups and prepare them for further success in rigorous
academic programmes like the IB Diploma Programme.
In order to develop ATL skills that facilitate effective and efficient learning, students need models, clear
expectations, developmental benchmarks (or targets), and multiple opportunities to practice. With this in
place, students can begin to take responsibility for their own development, as set out in this gradual
release of responsibility diagram:

While ATL are not formally assessed in the MYP, they contribute to students’ achievement in all subject
groups. Teachers provide students with regular, specific feedback on the development of ATL skills
through learning engagements and that provide formative assessment.
Every MYP unit identifies ATL skills that students will develop through their inquiry and demonstrate in
the unit’s summative assessment.

THE CURRICULUM
There are eight subject areas and nine subjects in
the MYP at APIS. We offer a broad based, holistic
education. In each of the four years of the
programme, students will be engaged in learning at
least one subject from each of the following eight
areas:
Arts (Performing Arts and Visual Arts)
Design
Physical & Health Education
Individuals & Societies
Language & Literature
Language Acquisition (Spanish and Mandarin)
Mathematics (Core and Extended)
Sciences
What are the subject aims and objectives?
Under each subject, the IB expects schools to
achieve defined aims, skills and objectives while
leaving the overall content up to the school. In some
subjects there is a more prescriptive framework of
topics that need to be included in the curriculum.
Aims and objectives to be covered by all students
include:

Knowledge and Understanding:
Focuses on gaining the knowledge through the
content and developing an understanding of that
content.
Concepts:
Focuses on the enduring big ideas we want learners
to explore throughout their lives
Skills:
Focuses on what learners will be able to do to
demonstrate their understanding.
Attitudes:
Focuses on attitudes developed through the IB
Learner Profile, which helps students make sound
judgments.

Language and Literature
Curriculum 2020-21

Students will develop an appreciation of the nature of language and literature, of the many influences on
language and literature, and of its power and beauty. They will be encouraged to recognize that
proficiency in language is a powerful tool for communication in all societies. Furthermore, language and
literature incorporates creative processes and encourages the development of imagination and creativity
through self-expression.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that
are both relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate
connections between and among courses within the language and literature subject group (intradisciplinary learning) and other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning). The key concepts contributed
by the study of language and literature are communication, connections, creativity and perspective.

Language and Literature Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

ANALYSING

A

Students demonstrate an understanding of the creator’s
choices, the relationship between the various components of a
text and between texts, and make inferences about audience
responses and creators’ purposes. Students use the text to
support their own responses and reflect on diverse and
different perspectives and interpretations.

ORGANISING

B

Students understand and organise their ideas and opinions
using a range of appropriate conventions for different forms and
purposes of communication. Students recognise the importance
of maintaining academic honesty, respecting intellectual
property rights and referencing all sources accurately.

PRODUCING TEXT

C

Students produce written and spoken text, focusing on the
creative process itself and on the understanding of the
connection between the creator and his or her audience.
Students make choices aimed at producing texts that affect both
the creator and the audience.

USING LANGUAGE

D

Students develop, organise and express themselves and
communicate thoughts, ideas and information. They use
accurate and varied language that is appropriate to the context
and intention.

Mathematics
Curriculum 2020-21

The study of mathematics is a fundamental part of a balanced education. It promotes a powerful
universal language, analytical reasoning and problem-solving skills that contribute to the development of
logical, abstract and critical thinking. Mathematics can help make sense of the world and allows
phenomena to be described in precise terms. It also promotes careful analysis and the search for
patterns and relationships, skills necessary for success both inside and outside the classroom.
Mathematics, then, should be accessible to and studied by all students.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among:
courses within the mathematics subject group (intra-disciplinary learning)
other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of mathematics are form, logic and relationships.

Mathematics Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING

A

Students select and apply mathematics to solve problems in
both familiar and unfamiliar situations in a variety of contexts,
demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the framework’s
branches (number, algebra, geometry and trigonometry,
statistics and probability).

B

INVESTIGATING PATTERNS

C
D

Students work through investigations to become risk-takers,
inquirers and critical thinkers.

COMMUNICATING
Students use appropriate mathematical language and different
forms of representation when communicating mathematical
ideas, reasoning and findings, both orally and in writing.

APPLYING MATHEMATICS IN REAL-LIFE
CONTEXTS
Students transfer theoretical mathematical knowledge into realworld situations and apply appropriate problem-solving
strategies, draw valid conclusions and reflect upon their results.

Sciences

Curriculum 2020-21

The vision of MYP sciences is to contribute to the development of students as inquirers, scientifically
literate, caring and responsible individuals who will think critically and creatively when solving problems
and making decisions about aspects affecting themselves, others and their social and natural
environments.

Science and its methods of investigation offer a way of learning that contributes to the development of an
analytical and critical way of thinking. Inquiry is at the heart of MYP Sciences and aims to support
students’ understanding of sciences by providing them with opportunities to independently investigate
relevant issues through both research and experimentation.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among:
courses within the sciences subject group (intra-disciplinary learning)
other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of sciences are change, relationships and sytems.

Science Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

A
B
C

KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING
Students develop scientific knowledge (facts, ideas, concepts,
processes, laws, principles, models and theories) and apply it to
solve problems and express scientifically supported judgments.

INQUIRING AND DESIGNING
Students develop intellectual and practical skills through
designing, analysing and performing scientific investigations.

PROCESSING AND EVALUATING
Students collect, process and interpret qualitative and/or
quantitative data, and explain conclusions that have been
appropriately reached.

REFLECTING ON THE IMPACTS OF
SCIENCE

D

Students evaluate the implications of scientific developments
and their applications to a specific problem or issue. Varied
scientific language is applied to demonstrate understanding.
Students should become aware of the importance of
documenting the work of others when communicating in
science.

Individuals and Societies
Curriculum 2020-21

MYP Individuals & Societies encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and
equips them with the necessary skills to inquire into historical, contemporary, geographical, political,
social, economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that have an impact on individuals, societies
and environments.
It encourages learners, both students and teachers, to consider local and global contexts. MYP individuals
and societies incorporates disciplines traditionally studied under the general term “the humanities” (such
as history and philosophy), as well as disciplines in the social sciences (such as economics, business
management, geography, sociology and political science).

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among:
courses within the individuals and societies subject group (intra-disciplinary learning)
other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of individuals and societies are change, global interactions,
systems and time, place & space.

Individuals and Societies Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

A

KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING
Students develop factual and conceptual knowledge about
individuals and societies.

INVESTIGATING

B
C
D

Students develop systematic research skills and processes
associated with disciplines in the humanities and social sciences.
Students develop successful strategies for investigating
independently and in collaboration with others.

COMMUNICATING
Students develop skills to organize, document and communicate
their learning using a variety of media and presentation formats.

THINKING CRITICALLY
Students use critical-thinking skills to develop and apply their
understanding of individuals and societies and the process of
investigation.

Language Acquisition
Curriculum 2020-21

The ability to communicate in a variety of modes, in more than one language, is essential to the concept
of an international education. The language acquisition course provides a linguistic and academic
challenge for students in order to facilitate the best possible educational experience.
Students are given the opportunity to develop their language skills to their full potential, as well as the
possibility of progressing through various phases over the course of the MYP.

In this subject group, teaching and learning is organized into six phases. The phases do not correspond
to particular age groups or MYP year levels. Students do not necessarily begin in phase one they can
begin at any phase, depending on their prior experiences, and may exit from any phase on the
continuum.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among:
courses within the language acquisition subject group (intradisciplinary learning)
other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of language acquisition are communication, connections,
creativity and culture.

Language Acquisition Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

A
B

LISTENING
Students interpret and construct meaning from spoken and
visual texts to understand how images presented with oral text
interplay to convey ideas, values and attitudes.

READING
Students construct meaning and interpret written and visual text
to under- stand how images presented with written text
interplay to convey ideas, values and attitudes.

SPEAKING

C

Students develop their communication skills by interacting on a
range of topics of personal, local and global interest and
significance, and respond- ing to spoken, written and visual text
in the target language.

WRITING

D

Students recognize and use language suitable to the audience
and purpose (for example, home, classroom, formal and
informal, social, academic con- texts). Students apply their
understanding of linguistic and literary concepts to develop a
variety of structures, strategies and techniques.

Physical and Health Education
Curriculum 2020-21

Physical education in the Middle Years Programme (MYP) is concerned with more than just participating
in sports and games. Its primary aims are to encourage the development of “intelligent performers” and
to encourage students to understand the importance of a balanced, healthy lifestyle.

Throughout the five years of the MYP, students will develop knowledge, critical thinking and reflection
skills, and a sense of responsibility, as well as interpersonal and self-motivational skills. This in turn should
encourage choices that will contribute to long term healthy living.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among:
Courses within the physical and health education subject group (intra-disciplinary learning).
Other subject group (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of physical and health education are change,
communication, development and relationships.

Physical and Health Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

A
B
C
D

KNOWING AND UNDERSTANDING
Students develop knowledge and understanding about health
and physical activity in order to identify and solve problems.

PLANNING FOR PERFORMANCE
Students through inquiry design, analyse, evaluate and perform
a plan in order to improve performance in physical and health
education.

APPLYING AND PERFORMING
Students develop and apply practical skills, techniques,
strategies and movement concepts through their participation in
a variety of physical activities.

REFLECTING AND IMPROVING
PERFORMANCE
Students enhance their personal and social development, set
goals, take responsible action and reflect on their performance
and the performance of others.

Design

Curriculum 2020-21

Design is the link between innovation and creativity, taking thoughts and exploring the possibilities and
constraints associated with products or systems, allowing them to redefine and manage the generation of
further thought through prototyping, experimentation and adaptation. It is human-centered and focuses
on the needs, wants and limitations of the end user.
MYP design challenges all students to apply practical and creative thinking skills to solve design problems;
encourages students to explore the role of design in both historical and contemporary contexts; and
raises students’ awareness of their responsibilities when making design decisions and taking action.

KeyConcepts
Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between, and among, other subject groups (interdisciplinary learning). Studying Design within the MYP
focuses on many concepts (Aesthetics, form, creativity, culture...) but four key concepts are highlighted by
the study of design. These are: communication; communities; development and systems.
.

Design Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

INQUIRING AND ANALYSING

A
B
C

Students are presented with a design situation, from which they
identify a problem that needs to be solved. They analyse the
need for a solution and conduct an inquiry into the nature of the
problem.

DEVELOPING IDEAS
Students write a detailed specification, which drives the
development of a solution. They present the solution.

CREATING THE SOLUTION
Students plan the creation of the chosen solution, then follow
the plan to create a prototype sufficient for testing and
evaluation.

EVALUATING

D

Students design tests to evaluate the solution, carry out those
tests and objectively evaluate its success. Students identify
areas where the solution could be improved and explain how
their solution will impact on the client or target audience.

the Arts
Curriculum 2020-21

The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that engage us in
effective, imaginative and productive activities. Learning through the arts helps us to explore, shape and
communicate our sense of identity and individuality. A focus on the individual enhances our selfconfidence, resilience and adaptability. It encourages our sense of belonging and community through the
recognition of identities.

KeyConcepts
.Key concepts promote the development of a broad curriculum. They represent big ideas that are both
relevant within and across disciplines and subjects. Inquiry into key concepts can facilitate connections
between and among courses within the arts subject group (intra-disciplinary learning) and other subject
groups (interdisciplinary learning).
The key concepts contributed by the study of Arts are aesthetics, change, communication and
identity.

Arts Objectives
Curriculum 2020-21

INVESTIGATING

A

Through the study of art movements or genres and artworks /
performances, students come to understand and appreciate the
arts. Students learn how to critique the artworks/performances
of others and to communicate in subject-specific language or
terminology;

DEVELOPING

B

Development of ideas through practical exploration provides the
opportunity for active participation in the art form. Practical
exploration requires students to acquire and develop skills /
techniques and to experiment with the art form. and refinement
of their idea(s). Students use both practical exploration and
knowledge and understanding of art and artworks to
purposefully inform artistic decisions.

CREATING / PERFORMING

C

The acquisition and development of skills is evident in both
process and outcome. Formative assessment supports students’
acquisition and development of skills and techniques in the
process stage. The students’ command of skills and techniques
is demonstrated through the creation or performance of a
finalized artwork that is summatively assessed.

EVALUATING

D

MYP arts promote the development and application of reflection
and critical-thinking skills so that students become reflective
practitioners. Through reflecting on their work and on
themselves, students become more aware of their own artistic
development and the role that the arts play in their lives and in
the world. When evaluating their own artwork or performance,
students should consider elements, techniques and context.

ASSESSMENT

Imagine an assessment where you are given the answer scheme ahead of time; where you know how
you have done before the teacher even looks at your work; where you are able to discuss your
achievement level with your teacher, and, if you do not agree with it, can request moderation from
another teacher. No need to imagine. This is the reality of assessment in the MYP.
Before getting into the nitty gritty I would like to lead you all away from using the term “grades” to
assess student growth and embrace the term “achievement levels”. While this may strike you as being
unnecessary, it is fundamental to understanding the MYP’s philosophy and approach to assessment.
A “grade” is loosely defined as a particular level of rank, quality, proficiency, intensity, or value. “Grades”
represent different things in different countries, states and schools. They can even mean different
things to different teachers in the same school! They are awarded by teachers to evaluate the quality
of a student’s work.
MYP achievement levels are defined by a set of descriptors that paint a clear and transparent picture
of a student’s current level of understanding within that subject. Achievement levels are earnt by
students when they demonstrate the qualities that are defined by the descriptors. Furthermore, these
levels are standardised in a manner that a student receiving an achievement level of “four” at CIS
would receive the same level of achievement from every teacher in any MYP school throughout the
world.

WHAT IS CRITERION-RELATED ASSESSMENT
When a food guide is given the task of reviewing restaurants to include in a “Best Restaurants in Cebu”
magazine, instead of giving one overall grade they will often give scores for different criteria, to ensure
the process is fair and transparent. Criteria may include, the quality of the food, creativity of the chief,
atmosphere, service, and value for money.
Quality of food: ✵✵✵
Creativity of chief: ✵✵✵✵
Service: ✵
Atmosphere: ✵✵✵
Value for money: ✵✵
Overall Rating: ✵✵✵
The review above shows the restaurant has scored better in some areas than others. We can also clearly
see if the restaurant wants to improve, it needs to improve service and review its prices.
Assessment in the MYP is also criterion-based, just like the example above. Instead of only being given
one overall grade for a subject, each subject is assessed according to four subject specific criteria. Each
criterion is divided into 8 levels of achievement ranging from 1, where the student is beginning to
develop the fundamental skills, to 8, where the student is consistently demonstrating higher order
thinking skills. This helps us clearly identify student’s strengths and weaknesses. Here is a simplified
version of the achievement levels:

HOW ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS ARE DETERMINED
A student in Science is asked to discuss and evaluate the various implications of using Science and its
applications to explain the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus. They will be marked against the following
criteria:

To determine the students achievement level we start with the first descriptor and ask ourselves, does
this describes the student's performance. If the student work exceeds the expectations of the first
descriptor, we determine whether it is described by the second descriptor. This practice continues
until we arrive at a descriptor that does not describe the student work; the work will then be described
by the previous descriptor.
Please note how outlining, where a student gives a brief account of the implications, differs
considerably from discussing, where a student is expected to offer a balanced perspective based on a
range of arguments and opinions. This skill of being able to discuss rather than outline is transferable
to all subjects. If they know how to discuss in Science, they will know how to discuss in Maths, in
Physical and Health Education, in Design and in Art. This constructionist approach will enable students
to be successful in all their subjects.

DETERMINING THE OVERALL IB LEVEL:
To determine the final IB achievement level, teachers make "best fit" judgements for each student in
each of the criteria at the end of the marking period or year. In gathering the evidence for the
judgment to be made, teachers will analyse the achievement levels of students over the course of the
marking period or year, which represents their summative performance for that period, paying
particular attention to patterns in the data (such as an increasing level of performance), consistency
and mitigating circumstances.
A best fit judgement is make in each of the four criteria, which are added together to get a criterion
level total, this is then converted to an overall IB grade on a 7 level scale (image below) consistent with
MYP schools around the world.
Inappropriate grading practices
The following grading practices are inappropriate and are counter to MYP assessment principles:
Determining grades using a proportion of scores for classwork, homework and tests
Determining grades by averaging summative performance scores over the year
Using single pieces of work to determine final gradest

THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS AT CIS
At CIS we have a clear and transpartent process of assessment in place, broken down into 5 clear
stages:
1) All MYP summative tasks are presented with the CIS MYP cover sheet and are assessed against the
published MYP Learning Objectives
2) Teacher will provide: task specific clarifications; detailed task requirements; clear instructions and
exemplers
3) Student completes task. Student self-assesses against the learning criteria, giving
justifications before submitting the work for assessment
4) Teacher assesses the work against, giving justifications for the achievement levels awarded
5) eacher returns the assessed task. Student reads feedback. Student may (within a 2 week window)
request meeting (if they dispute the grade or want extra clarification). Student may request
moderation on approval of MYPC

THE BOTTOM LINE
To determine the final overall achievement level on a report card, teachers must gather sufficient
evidence from a range of assessment tasks to enable them to make a professional and informed
judgment. Particular attention is paid to patterns in the data (such as an increasing level of
performance), consistency and mitigating circumstances.
So the bottom line to understanding your child’s MYP achievement levels, and their competency in
the subject, you need to read the descriptor.

the PERSONAL project
The Personal Project forms part of the core of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program
and is a significant milestone in the journey of an IB learner. It serves as both the culmination of MYP
studies and a stepping stone towards future academic work, and the DP core.
The Personal Project is a unique opportunity to undertake an independent and age-appropriate
exploration into an area of personal interest. Through the process of inquiry, action and reflection,
students will be encouraged to demonstrate and strengthen their ATL skills.
The personal nature of the project is important; the project allows students to explore an area that
motivates and interests them. They will choose what they want to focus on (which can be an existing
or a new interest) choose how to achieve their goal, and create their own success criteria for their
product. The project provides an excellent opportunity for students to produce a truly personal and
creative product and to demonstrate a consolidation of their learning in the MYP.
The elements that the Personal Project cultivates:
Motivation
Students will explore an area that motivates and interests they
Agency
Students will set their own goals and choose how to achieve them
Students will create their own articulation of what success will look like.
Lifelong Learning
Students will demonstrate and develop ATL skills
Students will reflect on the impact the Personal Project has had on themselves and/or their
community

Who does it?
All Grade 10 students will do a personal project. The project will be unique for each student, and
gives each one the opportunity to show their ability to research, plan and manage their own time
effectively, focus their work through an area of interaction and complete a long-term project. Each
student will be assigned an MYP teacher to be his/her supervisor for the project.
Personal Project Showcase
The project culminates with the Personal Project Exhibition. Here each student will prepare a
presentation of his/her project for the school community. This can take various forms, dependent on
the type of project, but usually includes a display and oral presentation of some sort.

Action (learning by doing and experiencing) is a key component in constructivist models of education,
including the kind of teaching and learning common to all IB programmes. IB learners strive to be
caring members of the community who demonstrate a personal commitment to service, and act to
make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.
CIS values service as an important way to engage in principled action across a range of overlapping
local and global communities. Through responsible action, tightly connected with sustained inquiry
and critical reflection, young people and adults can develop the kinds of attributes described by the
learner profile that are essential for success in future academic pursuits and for adult life.
Students in the MYP are engaged in a variety of developmentally appropriate service experiences
within the academic and advisory programmes. Students in Grades 6, 7 and 8 are guided through the
service learning cycle by their advisors. Students in Grades 9 and 10 are expected to engage with
service activities of their own choosing, with guidance from their advisors and the Community Service
Coordinator.
CIS values quality above quantity with regard to service. Students are expected to demonstrate their
development in the learning outcomes for service through personal reflections and process journals.

What principled action looks like at CIS:

PORTFOLIOS
Digital Portfolios
What is a digital-portfolio?
This is a digital collection of your child’s learning experiences that occur in a range of contexts. We
encourage the students to include varied evidence of learning, experiences with service, sport, and
extracurricular pursuits, and their reflections on these. The e-portfolio is a live collection that
includes visuals, written work, video clips, audio, and so on. This year MYP students will be using
Google Sites for their digital-portfolio.
What is the purpose of a digital portfolio?
Part of being an MYP student includes the ability to reflect and communicate your own learning.
Throughout the year, our students participate in a range of learning experiences within and outside
of the classroom. We encourage students to include a balance of experiences in their portfolios. The
digital-portfolio is a digital collection, and as such provides an overview of their journey through the
MYP. Your child will share their Google Sites website with you in Quarter One, where you can stay up
to date with what is going on a school.
Digital-portfolios are constantly evolving as your child learns, acts and participates in a range of
experiences. This is a celebration of who they are as learners.
What will happen for student-led conferences?
Students will be prepared for these conferences with the help of their teachers, choosing samples
of their own work, analysing their strengths as a learner, reflecting on their skills and attitudes, and
setting realistic and measurable goals for the rest of the school year. All teachers will be expected to
give up one class for this purpose.
What is the role of the parent?
During the conferences, parents focus the conversation on their children and reflect on their work
with them. They look at samples and listen to their children’s explanations and reflections. Then,
they ask how they can help and what the students need from them.

CIS MYP Certificates
Grade 10 is the final year of the IB Middle Years Programme (MYP). It marks the completion of one
IB program and the beginning of the next, the IB Diploma Programme (DP). Cebu International
School recognises this important milestone in our student’s educational journey with a CIS MYP
Certificate.
There are three different types of certificate: the CIS MYP Certificate of Commendation, the CIS MYP
Certificate of Completion and the CIS MYP Certificate of Attendance. The criteria for earning these
certificates are based on IB guidelines and practices, and are set out below.
CIS MYP Certificate of Commendation
The CIS MYP Certificate of Commendation is awarded to those students in Grade 10 who:
attain a level of achievement of 3 or above in all 7 subjects* and the Personal Project
attain a total of 28 points (8 courses, need a 4 in at least 4 of those courses)
complete CIS service requirements.
* Science consists of Chemistry, Biology and Physics; an overall Science level is determined by
combining the points awarded in all 12 assessed criteria, dividing by three and converting to the IB
level
* I&S consists of History, Business and Psychology and overall I&S level is determined by combining
the points awarded in all 12 assessed criteria, dividing by three and converting to the IB level

CIS MYP Certificate of Completion
The CIS MYP Certificate of Completion is awarded to those students in Grade 10 who do not meet
the requirements for the Certificate of Commendation as outlined above, however, the student is
considered by the School to have satisfied the objectives of the Grade 10 MYP course. This may be
the case for students transferring into CIS in Grade 9 or 10, for example.
Note: Students receiving the Certificate of Completion may be required to participate in the Academic
Supplementary Summer Study program in order to be prepared to enter grade 11, particularly if they
intend to register as a full IB Diploma Candidate. This will be assessed on a case by case basis by the
Middle High School Administration Team.

CIS MYP Certificate of Attendance
The CIS MYP Certificate of Attendance is awarded to those students in Grade 10 who meet the CIS
attendance requirements, but do not meet the objectives of the Grade 10 MYP course.
Note:The Middle High School Administration Team will consider the appropriateness of the student reenrolling in Grade 10, or in exceptional circumstances, with good cause, being permitted to advance into
grade 11 on a probationary status, after participating in the Academic Supplementary Summer Study
program.

CONTACT US
Cebu International School
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Philippines
Telephone: +63 (32) 888 1111
Web: https://cis.edu.ph/

