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In this week’s Issue: 
 
 

 Middle & High School News 

 STEAM Week Activities 

 Model United Nation 

 Elem Lap-a-Thon 

 Grade 3 Week Without Walls 

 Upper Elem Light of Hope Project 

 Fordham Prep School – New York 

 Grade 12 Art Exhibit 

 Education Forum 

 Handumanan Yearbook 2019 / Dragon’s 

Print 
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  Upcoming Events: 
 

 Mar. 11 – 22: IB Art Exhibition @ CIS 

 Mar. 12 – 18: BEIMUN Conference 

 Mar. 16 – 17: Football Friendship Cup 

 Mar. 18 – 19: PAASCU accreditation Visit 

 Mar. 22: Teacher’s PD-PM (NO CLASSES) 

 Mar. 27 – 31: ISAC 3 @ BISB Baguio 

 Apr. 9: House Activity Day 3 (HAD) – AM 

        Education Forum – PM (NO CLASSES) 
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This has been our exiting and busy CIS 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts, and Maths) week. From the dances in 

our Monday assembly, intentionally set to 

mirror mathematical concepts and 

equations to Science Walk, Pi day and 

Maths presentations, to the Egg Drop 

Challenge, it has been a week focusing on 

the inter-relationship between these 

disciplines at times perceived (or treated) 

to be in isolation from each other.  
 

Our STEAM activities this week emphasized 

not only cross-disciplinary information, but 

also the skills needed to thrive in our 

changing world, which requires not just knowledge, 

but critical thinking, evaluation, and application of 

that knowledge. We appreciate the Maths and 

Science Departments for their hard work in 

organizing a week full of intriguing activities to help 

our students get excited about learning. Many of 

these activities involved our students teaching 

other students; it is wonderful to see our older 

students embracing leadership and enhancing 

their learning in this way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “A” in STEAM stands for Art, and this week we 

launched the IB Art Exhibit, where our Grade 12 

students created an art gallery in the Studio and 

Cafeteria Annex to demonstrate what they have 

accomplished over the course of their two years of 

study. Picasso famously stated that “art is a lie that 

helps us realize the truth.” What he was trying to say is 

that, while art is never the actual thing itself (thus 

always a fiction), it helps us to understand reality better 

as it communicates deep truths about who we are, our 

place in society or the universe, and how we 

could/should live. Art explores the inner world of the 

individual artist, who is creating something new from 

his/her view of reality and his/her imagination.  The 

amazing thing for me as I went to each student to listen 

to their ideas and dialogue with them is the depth of 

their understanding of what they were trying to say, 

how they said it, and the effectiveness of that 

statement. The artwork itself was also very powerful, 

displaying a high level of talent and craftsmanship.  
 

Mr. Dale Wood, Middle and High School Principal 

Middle and High School Principal 
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I learned that there are two ways to make biomass (fuel) - animal and plant waste. I also 

enjoyed learning about the table with letters and numbers (periodic table). I wanted to know 

more but we ran out of time. – Khan, Grade 3 
 

I learned that a dam can make electricity. The dam sucks up water but fish can get stuck on the 

other side and they can die. – Arianna, Grade 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I liked talking with the children about the examples they have at their homes of solids, liquids, 

and gases. I learned that children are pretty hard to teach and grab the attention of, so you 

have to use a lot of energy and imagination to connect with them. (I also think we should've 

brought treats for them. – Katrina, Grade 8 
 

I really enjoyed this STEAM week activity because it was fun to teach Grade 3.  That also made it 

a struggle since they had trouble understanding big words so we adjusted the vocabulary to 

their level. Overall, it was a interesting experience to go through and I wish I could try it again.  
– Sean, Grade 8 
 

Teaching is not an easy thing, especially with 3rd graders. It was a tough time to match up with 

the same level as them and to also encourage them to participate in class. However, by 

simplifying the words, I feel like I understood more about our topic. I feel like teaching someone 

helps you remember the topic more. It was an enriching experience. - Jun, Grade 8 
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The Model United Nations group traveled 

to Beijing, China this week for the 

conference hosted by the International 

School of Beijing. While the conference 

will not officially start until Thursday 14 

March, students got a chance on 

Wednesday to explore the cultural history 

of Beijing with visits to the Great Wall of 

China, Tiananmen Square, and the 

Forbidden City. 
 

Ms. Emily Cornet and Ms. Jacqui Street 
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Thank you for your support during the CIS Lap-a-Thon 

fundraising last February 8! Our Elementary students enjoyed 

the different kinds of Lap-a-Thon stations and areas where 

their love for the outdoors was shown! 

It was a wonderful atmosphere here at school and the 

students really gave their very best. The funds raised has 

gone toward our various Week Without Walls activities and 

to the service groups CIS is involved in supporting. 

We would also like to thank the Elementary parents for their 

unending support, the CIS Elementary Student Council and 

Mr. Chris Thompson for their work in preparing this to be a 

success! 
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(Continued from last week) 
 

The Grade 3, 4 and 5 made solar lights to help 

a community in Pit-os because the people 

have no lights at all. Only one house had a 

solar light. And then the grade 3, 4 and 5 

made solar lights for the community. When 

we made the solar lights it was very hard to 

make but we made them anyway.  

Sometimes it does not work and that was the time when I said it was hard, so me and grade 

5 tried it again and it worked. We were so happy. And the next day we gave the solar lights 

to the people from the community. The people from the community was so happy because 

they can’t even do their homework. We traveled from CIS to the community which was right 

down the river. The people from the village were so happy about the solar lights and that 

how they get light. We went back to the school and rested. - Ghea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After going to Sirao peak we started Space Camp in CIS 

2/21/18.Coach Jay cooked food for dinner and some of our 

classmates peeled cucumbers, carrots and bananas. Last but 

not least, we prepared our beds and we watched a movie 

called Ice Age Continental Drift and some of our classmates 

were still awake and they got to see the moon which was lucky 

but the others didn’t because they were all sleepy so everyone 

went to bed.  

We made constellation with tin foil, jars and light bulbs. Coach 

Jay made a campfire for us to make roasted marshmallows. 

After we roasted marshmallows, we played Twister tournament 

Arianna and Khan tied the others lost. 

 

Last but not least, we prepared our beds and we 

watch a movie called Ice Age Continental Drift 

and some of our classmates were still awake and 

they get to see the moon which was lucky but the 

others didn’t because they were all sleepy so 

everyone went to bed. - Khen 
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(Continued from last week) 
 

The 3rd and 2nd grade of CIS went on a field trip on a big 

mountain in February 22, 2019. We were on a mountain 

called Sirao Peak and we were hiking right before Space 

Camp. The cool thing about Sirao Peak is when we went to 

the top of it, the higher we went the harder it was to 

breath. 
 

 

When we went to the top of the mountain I saw a rock and 

I got a way bigger rock and then I carved it. Then I put 

some water on it and then that was my memory of Sirao 

Peak. 
 

To get to the top of the mountain it took 15 to 20 minutes of 

hiking up a hill. To drive from our school to the mountain we 

took 1 hour and 30 minutes but to go back we took 45 

minutes. – Celestin 
 

After going to Sirao peak we started Space Camp in 

CIS 2/21/18. Coach Jay cooked food for dinner and 

some of our classmates peeled cucumbers, carrots and 

bananas. We made constellation out of tin foils, jars 

and light bulbs. Coach Jay made a campfire for us to 

roast marshmallows. After we roasted marshmallows, 

we played Twister tournament. Arianna and Khan tied 

the others lost. Last but not least, we prepared our beds 

and we watched a movie called Ice Age Continental 

Drift and some of our classmates were still awake and 

they got to see the moon which was lucky but the 

others didn’t because they were all sleepy so everyone 

went to bed. – Daniel 
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On February 19, 2019, the Grade 3, 4, and 5 

classes assembled solar powered lights at 

Cebu International School. They matched 

the tiny wires to let the solar panels work the 

solar light. These were made for a community 

with no lights that is very close to the school. 

The solar light materials were organized by 

the Light of Hope Foundation and our 

teachers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Grade 3, 4, and 5 students liked building 

the solar lights because it was fun and 

helped others. The next day, the Grade 3 

and 4 students, teachers, and the principal 

gave the solar lights to the Pulangbato 

Community. – William, Grade 4 
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We all agreed that Cebu was unlike 

any place we have visited before. 

Everyone we interacted with was 

warm, friendly, and willing to help us in 

any way they could; making us feel 

welcomed. The food that Cebu offers 

is also something that we feel in love 

with. Sitting around the table with our 

friends and families eating lechon will 

be a lasting memory. Not only was the 

food and culture in Cebu great, but it is 

also a truly scenic area. The ability to 

look up at night and see the stars or 

seeing the golden sky and the 

turquoise water as the sun rose made 

us feel as though we were truly in 

paradise. 
 

What makes the Cebu International School special are the people. Both the students and 

the faculty each have unique experiences, thoughts, and ideas that help create the great 

community that we were able to set foot in. From our first meeting with CIS we immediately 

felt at home. Our sentiments were confirmed when we were able to meet more students, 

faculty, and staff members. Through the sanding and painting of boats, planting mangrove 

trees, and volunteering with Operation Smile, we were quickly brought into the CIS family; 

being part of the group, rather than outsiders from the other side of the world. 
 

The ability to travel, meet new people, make new friends, and experience another culture 

has definitely helped us grow as people. Visiting Jollibee allowed us to try another take of 

the fast food that we have grown up with at home. Planting mangrove trees allowed us to 

learn about an ecosystem of a different country (and learn what a mangrove tree is). 

Volunteering with Operation Smile allowed us to see how widespread of an issue cleft 

palate is, and see that the ability to help others exists at any level. The most tiring day for us 

was the sanding and the painting of the boat. The boat is personal for Fordham Prep as we 

dedicated it to a beloved teacher from our school who we lost to pancreatic cancer in 

October of 2018. Mrs. 

Estrella was from the 

Philippines, and we found it 

appropriate to help 

continue her love and 

passion for education by 

helping children access a 

quality education in a 

country that she loved so 

much. Having the ability to 

travel to where she 

considered home and 

make a lasting impact 

means the world to us, and 

having a community help us 

achieve our goal means 

even more.  

- Montynal Collings 
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As the Grade 10 students start thinking of what IB subjects to take next year, Dragon’s Print is 

releasing a two-part special on IB advice. This week we interviewed the IBDP faculty and 

compiled a guide of what to expect for IB subjects that may be taken next year. Visit our 

website to 

learn about 

the different 

subjects and 

to read 

about what 

the teachers 

have to say 

about their 

own subjects!  
 

Stay tuned 

for next 

week’s 

article: a Vox 

Pop with the 

juniors and 

seniors about 

IB in general! 
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